Opinion 1 : Prostitution should absolutely be legalized. There is a reason sex work is reffered to as “the world’s oldest profession,” and there is little reason to believe it will not continue long into the future, as prohibition has done nothing to stop it. Criminlaizing sex work increases the stigma around sexuality. It increases violence against sex workers (van der Meulen), and some studes have found that violence against all women, non-sex workers included, decreased when sex work is legalized.
Prostitution is also a public health issue. If sex work is illegal, it is impossible to regulate it; you can’t ensure safe sex practices, STD screening, fair wages and other fair labor practices (Brock). Legalizing sex work could allow for the creation of formal unions, and helps to prevent exploitative practices like pimping (van der Meulen). It also creates legal, ethical alternatives to human trafficking and sex slavery, both of which are an epidemic globally (UN).
There is an argument to be made that criminalizing sex work is criminalizing poverty; when you are at your poorest, your body is the only asset you have (Hubbard). Many sex workers take up the practice during times of extreme poverty, and criminalizing their work perpetuates the cycle by saddling them with fines, jail time, court fees, and other impedements to escaping poverty (Women’s Health). 
Criminalizing prostitution also disproportionately targets women, POC, and LGBTQ+ people, who make up the majority of sex workers. These are populations already vulnerable to violence, and the criminalization of sex work only exacerbates this problem (Women’s Health).
 









Opinion 2 I believe that sex work should be decriminalized so that it can be regulated. The government shouldn’t be able to ban sex work on the grounds of morality. It shouldn’t be up to the government to dictate proper moral values for an entire society. These values are based in puritanical Christian values, which not everyone holds. There is no way to end sex work or prevent it from happening. By decriminalizing sex work, sex workers will be better protected from violence. 
 Sex workers who work the streets are forced into isolated areas where they are at a higher risk of facing violence. Sex workers who work online should be afforded the tools to properly screen clients. According to 10 REASONS TO DECRIMINALIZE: SEX WORK, published by Open Society Foundations, “In jurisdictions that have decriminalized sex work such as New Zealand, sex workers have an increased ability to screen clients, work in safe areas with better access to security services, and refer to police in cases of violence.” We must protect sex workers. Sex work is work too. 

